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(This article was also published on Medium)




I hate filling out forms, especially if I have to print them out or do it by hand.




Handwriting is uncomfortable for someone who rarely does it, especially if you were told all the time you were growing up how bad your writing was. The most handwriting I do these days is the occasional check and I avoid that as much as possible.




Dragging my aging typewriter out of the closet for a single form is a hassle. I had to retrieve it to loan to a friend the other day and was relieved that it still even worked.




I didn’t ask why she needed it but I suspected it was for forms of one kind or another and that inspired me to take another look at the tools commonly available for PDF files, a common format in which forms can be published and distributed.




It used to be that if you wanted to do anything more than view a PDF, you needed special software — either the full Adobe Acrobat package itself or one of the other titles that would do limited annotation and editing of the format. Even the creation of PDFs required extra tools. I was thrilled when Microsoft Office finally added the ability to print directly to PDF as a native feature.




On my current system, PDFs automatically open in Microsoft Edge so I first looked at how it was handling the files and was pleasantly surprised to find some native annotation features right there in the browser.








This one feature means that if you’ve downloaded a PDF form from the web, you can quickly fill in the fields by adding text annotations within Edge. No extra software is required and you can even adjust the text settings, such as size, for each field.








If you have a paper form and can scan it, or at least take a really good picture of it, you can save it to PDF and add the fields.




Google’s Chrome browser does not do this natively but there is an extension that you can quickly install. The Adobe Acrobat: PDF edit, convert, sign tools extension provides the ability to add annotations and highlighting, including text fields, to your PDF files. You will need to activate one of the extension settings to allow access to file URLs but, after that, it works like a charm.








Once you’ve added the necessary text annotations, it’s just a matter of saving a copy of the PDF file with the new information and you have a neatly prepared form that you can e-mail or print for sending.




In my latest video, I show a demonstration of these features in both browsers as well as an online alternative, SmallPDF.com. SmallPDF is an excellent website that provides all of these features along with the ability to convert between PDF and many other formats, including JPG and Word. I use it regularly to convert PDF announcements to JPG for sharing on Facebook.
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Garmin epix Pro (Gen 2) Sapphire Edition, 51mm, High Performance Smartwatch, Advanced Training Technology, Built-in Flashlight, Black


        












(147)   $1,070.64  (as of March 8, 2024 07:58 GMT -04:00 - More infoProduct prices and availability are accurate as of the date/time indicated and are subject to change. Any price and availability information displayed on [relevant Amazon Site(s), as applicable] at the time of purchase will apply to the purchase of this product.)
        Ultimate high-performance smartwatch features a large 1.4” always-on, stunning AMOLED display and a scratch-resistant sapphire lens with a titanium bezel designed for larger wrists Built-in LED flashlight with variable intensities and strobe modes gi... read more

    
    
        
        
    
        
    
        
    



        






    

    
        
Meta Quest 2 — Advanced All-In-One Virtual Reality Headset — 128 GB


        




(70604) $242.97  (as of March 8, 2024 07:58 GMT -04:00 - More infoProduct prices and availability are accurate as of the date/time indicated and are subject to change. Any price and availability information displayed on [relevant Amazon Site(s), as applicable] at the time of purchase will apply to the purchase of this product.)
        Experience total immersion with 3D positional audio, hand tracking and easy-to-use controllers working together to make virtual worlds feel real. Explore an expanding universe of over 500 titles across gaming, fitness, social/multiplayer and entertai... read more

    
    
    

			


		
	



	ComeauSoftware.com provides learning resources, including tutorials and videos, to help you in understanding today's technology. Please check out our YouTube channel and bookmark this site to stay informed of upcoming projects.


Comeau Software Solutions also provides software consultation, including the development of data solutions, in Ocala, Florida. This includes help with Microsoft Access database projects and assistance in moving to other solutions when needed. Please contact us for more information on how we can help you with your project needs.
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